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DIY Christmas Cards 

Christmas  
Handprint Art 

 
 

Snowman handprint card 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• A4 card – any colour but white 
• White paint and a paintbrush/sponge 
• Pens to decorate 
• A willing volunteer 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. Fold your piece of card in half to make an opening  
card. 
 

2. Paint or sponge the white paint onto the hand  
of your willing volunteer so it is covered in a  
good layer of paint. 

 

3. Press the paint covered hand onto the card,  
making sure each finger has a firm press down. 

 

4. Leave your card to dry for a few hours before  
transforming the fingers of the handprint into  
snowmen friends! 

 

5. Repeat steps 3 and 4 if you want to make lots of  
cards. 

 

Why not try using thumbprints to make snowmen instead or do a double handprint! 

Some ideas to consider…….. 

  

 
  

  

 



Christmas tree handprint 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Green card 

• A4 coloured or white card 
• Sequins/confetti/glitter glue 
• Foam star or large card star 

• Glue 
• Pencil 
• Brown felt tip pen 

• A willing volunteer (s) 
• Scissors  

 
 
What to do…. 
 

1. Fold your piece of coloured card in half to make an opening card. 
 

2. On the green card, use your pencil to trace around your volunteer’s hand three 
times – or three separate hands if you have more than one child. Cut the three 
handprints out. 

 

3. Glue two handprints down onto the card, so that one overlaps the other in a fanned 
position, with the thumbs pointing inwards.  

 

4. Now overlay the third handprint so that it is around halfway up your overlapping 
hands, in a central position.  Glue it down. 

 

5. Now take your star (you could draw this if you would prefer) and stick it to the top 
of your ‘tree’. 
 

6. Take your brown felt tip and draw a brown rectangle at the bottom of your tree – to 
make the tree pot 

 

7. Finally, you can decorate the tree with anything that you like – sequins, glitter, 
tissue paper – go wild! 

 
 

8. Repeat steps if you want to make lots of cards 

 

  

 

    



Reindeer  handprint card 

What you’ll need… 
 

• A4 card  

• 2x googly eyes 
• 1 x small red pompom  
• Glue 

• Brown paint and a paintbrush/sponge 
• Colouring pens – black, green, red and yellow 
• A willing volunteer 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. Fold your piece of card in half to make an opening card 
 

2. Paint or sponge the brown paint onto the hand of your willing volunteer so it is 
covered in a good layer of paint 

 

3. Ask your volunteer to spread their fingers a little and then press the paint covered 
hand onto the card, making sure each finger has a firm press down.  

 

4. Leave your card to dry for a few hours before completing the next stage. 
 

5. Stick down your two googly eyes and your red pompom for your reindeer’s nose. 
 

6. Using the black felt tip pen, draw a nice smiling face under the reindeer’s nose. 
 

7. Using the black pen, draw the string for the lights, so that it is looping through the 
reindeer antlers (fingers). 
 

8. Use your coloured pends to draw coloured ovals onto the black line to make the 
lights. 
 

9. You can add some little flicks of brown paint to the antlers (fingers) if you want to 
and fill in any spaces to finish your reindeer off. 
 

10. You can add some ‘snow’ to the background if you want to – your volunteer can dip 
their fingertips into different colour paint to make little circles. 

 

11. Repeat steps if you want to make lots of cards  

    

 



Christmas Tree 
Decoration 

Pompom Snowman 
 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• White wool 

• Large pompom maker or cardboard template 
• Small pompom maker or cardboard template 

• Black foam or cardboard 
• Orange felt or cardboard 
• Red or green ribbon 

• Holepunch 
• Glue 
• Scissors 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. First select how you are going to make your pompoms –plastic pompom tool or 
cardboard template discs.  You will need two sizes, one large (for the snowman’s body) 
and one small (for the snowman’s head). 
 

2. Start with the large pompom - wrap the white wool around one of the arcs of your 
pompom tool or all around the cardboard discs if you are using a cardboard template. 

 

3. Continue to wrap the wool around until the arc/disc is completely covered – you will 
need to make sure that you cannot see the plastic/cardboard – the more times you 
wrap it around the denser and fluffier your pompom will be.  

 

4. Repeat steps two and three for the second arc if you are using a pompom tool. 
 

5. Next you will need to insert your scissors into the slit that runs down the middle of the 
plastic arc or between the two cardboard discs and cut the wool all of the way around. 

 

6. Now wrap a piece of wool around the pompom so that it goes down into the slit or 
between the two cardboard discs. Pull tight and tie the wool, securing it in with a knot. 
Leave a long enough piece of wool so that this can act as a thread by which you can 
hang your decoration on the tree.  Trim and tie a knot. 

 

7. Gently remove the pom by releasing both arcs of the pompom tool or sliding the 
cardboard discs out. 

 

8. Leave the long length of wool that you tied the pompom with in place (don’t trim it) – 
you will need this to tie the two pompoms together. 

 

9. Repeat stages 2-8 with the small pompom tool or cardboard template (to make the 
snowman’s head).  

 

10. You now need to tie your large and small pompoms together. To do so, take the two long 
lengths of wool and tie them together using a knot. Tie it so that the two pompoms join 
together firmly. 

 

11. Trim your pompom to your desired fluffiness and remove any long strands. 
 

12. To make the snowman’s eyes and buttons - take your black foam/card and use your 
hole punch to punch out five small black discs.  Take two and glue them onto the small 

  

 



pompom to make the snowman’s eyes. Take the remaining three discs and glue them in 
a line down the centre of the large pompom to make the snowman’s buttons. 

 

13. To make the snowman’s nose  - cut a very small triangle in the orange felt/card. Glue 
this to the small pompom, under snowman’s eyes. 

 

14. To make the snowman’s scarf - cut a piece of ribbon, approximately 5cms in length. 
Wrap the ribbon around the join between the small and large pompom. Cross the 
ribbon over, so that it crosses over above the snowman’s buttons. Glue the scarf 
together by putting a dot of glue between the crossover. Trim the ribbon. 

 

15. You will need to glue a loop of string or wool to the top of your snowman to make sure it 
can hang from the tree. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  
  

 
   



Christmas Tree 
Decoration 

Pompom Reindeer 
 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Brown wool 
• Large pompom maker or cardboard template 
• Two googly eyes 
• One small red pompom 
• One brown pipe cleaner 
• Glue 
• Scissors 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. First select how you are going to make your pompoms – you can use a plastic pompom 
tool or cut your own cardboard template discs.   
 

2. Wrap the brown wool around one of the arcs of your pompom tool or all around the 
cardboard discs if you are using a cardboard template. 

 

3. Continue to wrap the brown wool around until the arc/disc is completely covered – 
you will need to make sure that you cannot see the plastic/cardboard – the more times 
you wrap it around the denser and fluffier your pompom will be.  

 

4. Repeat steps two and three for the second arc if you are using a pompom tool. 
 

5. Next you will need to insert your scissors into the slit that runs down the middle of the 
plastic arc or between the two cardboard discs and cut the wool all of the way around. 

 

6. Now wrap a piece of wool around the pompom so that it goes down into the slit or 
between the two cardboard discs. Pull tight and tie the wool, securing it in with a knot. 
Leave a long enough piece of wool so that this can act as a thread by which you can 
hang your decoration on the tree.   

 

7. Gently remove the pom by releasing both arcs of the pompom tool or slide the 
cardboard discs out. 

 

8. Trim your pompom to your desired fluffiness.  
 

9. Take a small red pompom and glue it to the centre of your large brown wool pompom 
 

10. Take two googly eyes and glue them above the reindeer’s red nose. 
 

11. To make the antlers, cut a brown pipe cleaner into four equal lengths. Take two pieces 
of pipe cleaner. Around three quarters up one piece, twist the other around it.  This 
will give you a three-pronged fork.  Repeat this to make the second antler. Glue these to 
the top of the pompom, one on each side of the hanging string. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

     



 

Christmas Tree Decoration 
Pompom Christmas Pudding 

 
 

What you’ll need… 
 

• Brown wool 
• White wool 
• Large pompom maker or cardboard template 

• 3 small red pompoms 
• Green felt or cardboard 
• Glue 

• Scissors 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. Wrap the brown wool around one of the arcs of your pompom tool. Continue to wrap 
the brown wool around until the arc is completely covered – you will need to make 
sure that you cannot see the plastic – the more times you wrap it around the denser and 
fluffier your pompom will be.  

 

2. For the second arc, wrap your brown wool around one quarter of the arc, then take 
your white wool and wrap the white wool around the next two quarters of the arc. Fill 
in the final quarter with brown wool. 

 

3. Next you will need to insert your scissors into the slit that runs down the middle of the 
plastic arc and cut the wool all of the way around. 

 

4. Now wrap a piece of wool around the pompom so that it goes down into the slit. Pull 
tight and tie the wool, securing it in with a knot. Leave a long enough piece of wool so 
that this can act as a thread by which you can hang your decoration on the tree.  It 
should be tied so that the long lengths come out of the top of the white wool (the white 
of your pompom needs to be at the top of your pompom).  

 

5. Gently remove the pom by releasing both arcs of the pompom tool. 
 

6. Trim your pompom to your desired fluffiness.  
 

7. To make the holly leaves, cut two small rectangles of green felt (around 1cm x 2cm) 
draw a small holly leaf shape onto the felt and then cut out using scissors (you can 
download a template from the internet if you need to). Position these leaves on the top 
and centre of the pom (white wool). Glue these down to the pompom when you are 
happy. 

 

8. Take three small red pompoms and glue them to top of the holly leaves at the centre of 
the pompom. Position them in the shape of a triangle. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  



Some other pointers and ideas 

To make your own pompom template…….. 
 

1. To make your own cardboard template, trace two circles on a piece of cardboard – the 
size you choose will be the size of your pom. A small glass tumbler/juice class should 
work well.  

2. Cut the circles out and then trace a smaller circle in the centre of each.  
 

3. Cut a small ‘v’ into each large circle – so that the narrow point meets the small circle. 
Cut the small circles out. The ‘v’s and small circles need to be the same size. 

 

4. Place one on top of the other so that the small holes and ‘v’s line up. 
 

5. Then you can wrap the wool around the template to make your pompom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why not keep making the pompoms and make a wreath? 

 
To make a wreath you will need…….. 
 

• One cardboard wreath ring base – approx. 21cm in diameter – these are available to 
buy online or you can make your own using a cardboard box. 

• Approx.12 pompoms (reindeers, Christmas puddings or snowmen) – with the wool 
for hanging cut off.  You may need more or less depending on the size of your 
pompoms and wreath. 

• Glue 
• String for hanging 

 
1. If your wreath base does not have a hole for threading string (for hanging) you will 

need to add one.  You can use a holepunch to punch a single hole or use a ballpoint pen 
to create an opening for the string. 

 

2. Cut a piece of string, approximately 14cms.  You can thread this through the hole you 
have just created and tie a knot in it to create a loop for hanging. 

 

3. Glue your first pompom to the wreath base so that it is top and central – i.e. the hanging 
string is in line with the centre of your pompom. 

 

4. Before gluing the rest of the pompoms on, position them on the wreath base to ensure 
that you have no gaps.  You may want to move them around to make sure they fill the 
wreath fully. 

 

5. Moving clockwise, lift and then glue down each pompom. 
 
 

 
  

   

    

 



Christmas Tree Decoration 
Snowman Tealight 

 
 

 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Battery operated tea light 
• A black permanent marker 
• Green pipe cleaner 
• Thin red ribbon or string 
• Two small green pompoms 
• Glue Gun 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. If your tealight has a curved flame, you will need to draw your snowman’s face so 
that the flame is pointing up. 

 

2. Take your black permanent marker and draw a face onto the tea light.  Draw two 
round dots for eyes above the flame (your snowman’s eyes) and then draw a series 
of black dots in an upwards curve under the flame (your snowman’s mouth).  
 

3. Next you will make the snowman’s ear muffs. First cut a piece of green pipe cleaner 
to around 6cm in length – this should wrap around half of your tea light.  Curve it 
around the top of your tea light (above the eyes) and then add a small line of glue to 
attach it. 
 

4. At the ends of the pipe cleaner, add a big dab of glue and attach one pompom to 
each side – these should look like the snowman’s ears.  
 

5. Cut a piece of the thin red ribbon or string to around 10cm in length.  You can 
thread this under the pipe cleaner and then tie a small knot in the ribbon to keep it 
together.  Or you could tie the ribbon and then glue the ribbon to the tea light, 
behind the pipe cleaner. 
 

6. Turn the tealight on to make your snowman’s nose glow! 
 

  

  

 

   



Natural Christmas 
Decoration 

Christmas Tree Pinecone 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Pinecone 
• Green paint 
• Paintbrush 

• Glue 
• Sequins or glitter glue 
• Bottle cap (e.g. screw top wine bottle cap) 

 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. If you have picked your pinecone from outdoors, make sure it is completely dry 
and free of debris and dirt.  The tree looks better if you allow the pinecone to open 
up before using. 
 

2. Turn your bottle cap so that the open side is facing up.  Glue the base of the 
pinecone to the bottle cap, so that it acts as a stand for your tree. 

 

3. Paint the pinecone with the green paint.  Be sure to paint as far into the cone as you 
can – this is to make sure the entire cone is green as it opens up. Allow the cone to 
dry completely begore moving to the next stage. 

 

4. Decorate the pinecone with sequins or blobs of glitter glue to make it look like 
baubles and/or tinsel – be as creative as you want to be, you can even add a star to 
the top. 

 
If you wish to make a hanging decoration rather than an ornament, omit stage two and glue 
a ribbon or string to the top instead. To do this, cut a thin piece or ribbon or string (about 
10cm in length).  Tie a small knot in the string to tie it together. Glue this to the top of the 
pinecone. 

  

  

 

    



Natural Christmas 
Decoration 

Pinecone Reindeer 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• One pinecone 
• One red pompom 
• One brown pipe cleaner – cut into four equal pieces 

• Brown felt  
• Two googly eyes 
• Glue 

• Scissors 
 

 
What to do…. 
 

1. If you have picked your pinecone from outdoors, make sure it is completely dry 
and free of debris and dirt.  The reindeer looks better if you allow the pinecone to 
open up before using it. 
 

2. Put a blob of glue onto red pompom and attach it to the end of the pinecone – to 
make the reindeer’s nose. 

 

3. To make the ears - take some brown felt or cardboard and cut out two ear 
shaped/teardrop shaped pieces (around 2-3cms). Put a dot of glue on the end of 
each , stick them to the top of the pinecone. If there is space, slide the ears down 
into the cone so they attach more firmly. 

 

4. Take two googly eyes and position them just in front of the ears  to give the reindeer 

some eyes. 
 

5. Finally cut your brown pipe cleaner into four equal pieces. Take two pieces of 

brown pipe cleaner – twist one around the other (about around half way up the 

first) – this will make a three-pronged fork shape (or an antler).  Repeat this 

process to make the second antler.  Glue both to the top of the pinecone. One 

behind each ear. 
 

6. To make it a hanging decoration cut a thin piece or ribbon or string (about 10cm in 
length).  Tie a small knot in the string to tie it together. Glue this to the top of the 
pinecone. 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   



Snow Globe 
DIY Glass Jar Snow Globe  

 
What you’ll need… 

 

• Glass jar with lid  
o You will need to remove all labels and  

wash the jar before using it. Choose a  
small jar with a tight screw top lid. 

• Glitter or artificial snow 
• Water 
• Glycerin/baby oil – you can use glycerine (from the 

Home baking aisle) 

• Plastic Christmas decorations – this could be 
 a Santa, snowman, pine tree.  You should  
check that they are waterproof before using. 

• Strong glue – check its waterproof 
• Decorations/embellishments for your finished snow  

Globe 
• Optional - Bottle cap (e.g. screw top wine bottle cap) 

 

 
What to do…. 
 
1. Before starting, check that your jar is suitable.  Fill it with water, screw the lid on and 

give it a shake just to make sure it doesn’t leak.  Empty the jar and dry the lid. 
 

2. Unscrew the lid  and place it upside down. Decide how you are going to position your 
figures and when you are happy apply the  glue to the bottom of the figure and press it 
down firmly into the lid.  Leave it to dry. 

o You may want to use a bottle cap as a stand to elevate your plastic toy so that it is 
more visible in the snow globe. 

 

3. Add a good pinch of glitter or artificial snow (not too much or it will clump/get stuck at 
the bottom) and a good dash of glycerin or baby oil (this makes the glitter fall slower). If 
you use glycerine, pour in a good amount ( 38ml bottle).  Then fill the jar up to the top 
with water. 

 

4. Screw your lid back on (nice and tight) and turn your jar over – checking one last time 
for any leaks. 

 

5. You can add some glue around the lid to seal it. And you may wish to add some 
decorations to the outside of the jar, like ribbon. 

 

6. Give it shake and watch it snow! 

 
 

 

  

  

 

    



Wish Jars 
DIY Glow Jar 

 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Glass jar with lid  
o You will need to remove all labels and  

wash the jar.  The jar must be completely 
 dry before making the jar 

• Large glow stick in colour of choice 

• Glitter 
• Disposable gloves (optional but may be helpful) 
• Scissors 

• Embellishments to decorate the jar e.g. small glittery  
baubles 

 

What to do….please note, this must be undertaken by an adult 
 

1. Take the lid off the jar. 
 

2. Activate the glow stick by snapping it (follow the glow stick instructions).  Please be 
aware that there is a glass container inside the stick, which you break to activate it.  So 
please be careful with the next steps. If you do not want to get any of the solution on 
you, please wear disposable gloves for the next steps. 

o It is best to use one colour rather than multiple colours 
 

3. Using scissors, cut the end of the stick.  Put the open end inside the jar and very 
carefully pour in the solution. 

o If you do not want the glass inside your jar  you will need to use a tea strainer to 
pour the liquid into the jar – to strain it out. 
 

4. Add your glitter, you can add as much as you like, but please be aware that too much 
will clump.  Start with a level teaspoon and add more if required. 
 

5. Put the lid on your jar and shake the contents to coat all the sides.  
 

6. Switch out the lights and watch it glow! 

    

  

 

 
  



 

Wish Jars 
DIY Fairy Light Jar 

 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Glass jar with lid  
o You will need to remove all labels and  

wash the jar.  The jar must be completely  
dry before making the jar 

• Mod Podge or PVA glue 
• Acrylic paint – in colour of choice 

• Paint brush 
• Small bowl/plastic pot 
• Some battery powered micro-LED lights  or battery 

powered tea light 
• A silhouette picture (printed in black and white)  
• Decorations e.g. dried flowers or Christmas decorations 

 
What to do…. 
 

 

1. Decide on what silhouette you would like to use in your jar – maybe a fairy or 
Christmas silhouette.  You will need to find a suitable picture to use and print it in 
black and white. Cut it out carefully. Apply glue to the black ink side and stick it to the 
inside of your jar - so that the picture faces out.  
 

2. In your plastic container, mix together your mod podge/glue and a few drops of acrylic 
paint (about a 5:1 ratio of glue to paint). Not too much – you are only using it to paint 
your jar.  
 

3. Use your paint brush to apply the paint mixture to the outside of the jar.  Cover the 
whole jar and leave to dry.  The colour should be light in colour and allow you to still 
see through the jar. Leave it to dry. 

 

4. Once the jar has dried, place your lights/tea light inside and let the glow shine through. 
If you are using micro-LED lights, you can glue the base of the battery pack to your lid 
to make it easier to switch the lights on and off. If you don’t have lights, you can use a 
battery powered tea light – which you can drop into the jar. 

 

5. You can decorate the jar however you wish, however, just remember that you need to 
be able to unscrew the lid to be able to switch the lights on and off. You could paint the 
lid of your jar with gold paint or cover with fabric and add flowers or baubles to make 
it more Christmassy. 

 

  

  

  

 

   



 

Christmas Eve Treats 
Christmas Cookies 

 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• 150g butter at room temperature 
• 80g light brown sugar 
• 80g granulated sugar 

• 2tsp vanilla extract 
• 1 egg 
• 225g plain flour 

• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda 
• 200g chocolate chips 

 
A mixing bowl, wooden spoon and baking trays  
lined with greaseproof paper 

 
What to do…. 
 
1. Heat the oven to 190C/170C for fan ovens and get your baking trays ready with the 

greaseproof paper 
 

2. Put the butter and two types of sugar into a bowl and beat together until creamy (if you 
have an electric mixer then this will speed up this step). 

 

3. Add the vanilla extract and egg and beat again. 
 

4. Add in the flour and bicarbonate of soda and mix again. 
 

5. Add in the chocolate chips and mix. 
 

6. Use a teaspoon and make small scoops of the cookie dough on the tray. Make sure you 
leave space between them on the tray as they will grow in the oven! 

 

7. Bake for 8-10 minutes until the cookies are light brown on the edges but still a bit soft in 
the middle.  

 

8. Leave on the tray to cool and firm up for a few minutes and then transfer to a cooling 
rack and then eat them up and enjoy!! 

 
Why not try using different types of chocolate chips, or using half chocolate chips and half 
a dried fruit you like, like raisins! 
 
  

  

 



 

Christmas Treats 
The Ultimate Hot 

Chocolate 
 

 
What you’ll need… 
 

For the hot chocolate 
• Hot chocolate powder 

• Milk/water 
• Squirty cream 
• Mini marshmallows 

• Chocolate chips 
• Sugar sprinkles 
• Candy cane 

 
For the snowman 

• Three large white marshmallows 

• Lollypop stick or skewer 
• Orange icing pen 
• Black icing pen 

 
What to do…. 
 
To make a marshmallow snowman 
 

1. Take a skewer or a lolly stick and cut it to size - so that the tip of 
 the stick is around 10cm above the rim of your chosen hot 
 chocolate mug. 
 

2. Take three large white marshmallows and carefully push them  
onto the skewer/lolly stick. Make sure the skewer tip stays  
hidden inside the top marshmallow (i.e. it shouldn’t poke out  
the top of the top marshmallow). 
 

3. To draw the nose, take your orange icing pen and draw a  
triangle in the centre of your top marshmallow. 
 

4. The take your black icing pen and squeeze small circles to make two eyes on the top 
marshmallow and a series of buttons down the second and third marshmallows. 

 

5. Using the black icing pen, draw a mouth onto the top marshmallow and two arms onto 
the second marshmallow. 

 
To make the hot chocolate 
 

1. Make your mug of hot chocolate according to the instructions on your chosen 
chocolate powder. 

 

2. Squirt your cream in a clockwise motion, working from the rim of your mug in in 
towards the centre of the mug. Then add a second layer of cream to create a peak in the 
centre. 

 

3. Sprinkle some mini marshmallows and chocolate chips over the cream. 
 

4. Insert your snowman lolly on one side of the mug and the candy cane on the other. 

  

 

 



 

Christmas Treats 
Christmas Cupcakes 

 
 
What you’ll need… 
 
Chocolate cupcakes – makes up to 12 cupcakes 
 
Ingredients 
 

• 115g/4oz of baking spread or margarine 
• 115g/4oz of caster sugar 
• 2 large eggs 

• 100g/3 ½ oz of self-raising flour 
• 1 tsp (level) baking powder 
• 25g/1 oz cocoa powder 

 
Method 
 

• Preheat your  oven to 180C/160C for fan assisted ovens/Gas 4.  
 

• Place 12 cupcake cases onto a tray/insert 12 cup cake cases into a muffin tin. 
 

• Put all the ingredients into a large bowl (margarine, sugar, eggs, flour, baking 
powder and cocoa powder) and mix (ideally with an electric mixer) for three 
minutes. If should well mixed – nice and chocolatey. 

 

• Spoon one large tablespoon of cake mixture into each cupcake case. 
 

• Place the tray in the oven and bake for around 15-20 minutes.  The sponge should 
spring back when touched in the centre. 

 

• Allow the cakes to cool completely before icing. 
 
Vanilla buttercream 
 
Ingredients 
 

• 150g of unsalted butter (softened) 
• 340g icing sugar 
• 2 drops of vanilla extract 

 
Other items 
 

• Piping bag 

• Open star piping nozzle 
 
Method 
 

• Allow the butter to soften at room temperature, so that it is soft enough to slide a 
butter knife through. 
 

• Using an electric whisk, beat the butter for five minutes.  The butter should be nice 
and soft and pale in colour. 

 

• Gradually add the icing sugar, while continuing to beat the butter at the slowest 
speed. 

 

  

 



• If the buttercream is too stiff add a tablespoon of full fat milk to loosed it up.  Stir 
the milk in with a spoon. 

 
To pipe the buttercream onto your cupcakes 
 

• Fill your piping bag with buttercream and holding the bag vertically pipe the icing 
onto the top of each cupcake. Pipe a ring of buttercream around the edge of the 
cupcake and continue to move in circles until you meet the centre. Stop applying 
pressure. 
 

• Then choose how you would like to decorate it – some ideas are below, but you 
decorate them however you like! 

 

Decorations 

The following can all be made using the buttercream recipe on the previous page. 

 
Hot chocolate mug  
 
What you’ll need… 

• Mini marshmallows 
• Chocolate chips 
• Mini candy cane 
• Vanilla buttercream 

 
 
Method 

• Once you have piped the buttercream onto the cupcake, position the mini candy 
cane so that it looks like a cup handle on the right- hand side of the cake. You may 
need to trim the candy cane so that it matches the size of your cupcake – the bottom 
of the cane should be flush with the bottom of the cupcake case.  Once you are 
happy, insert the top into the buttercream so that it stays in place. 
 

• Position the mini marshmallows and chocolate chips on the top of the buttercream.  
You will have to gently push them into the buttercream so that they stay in position. 

 
 
Christmas tree  
 
What you’ll need… 

• Green food colouring 
• Wafer ice cream cone 

• Sugar strands/ 
small chocolate beans 

• Small open star nozzle 

• Piping bag 
 
Method 

• Secure your wafer ice cream come onto the buttercream that you have piped onto 
the top of the cake. Make sure it is straight. 
 

• Then mix some green food colouring into the buttercream.  Set up your piping bag 
using a small open star piping nozzle and fill with the green icing.   

 

• Pipe the stars in rows working around the ice cream cone from the bottom to the 
top.  When you get to the top pipe in circles, with each row getting smaller until you 

   

   



make a point. If your ice cream cone has a natural point, just continue piping in 
rows until you get to the top. 
 

• Use whatever decorations you want to make the baubles on the tree – sugar strands, 
mini chocolate beans, sugar snowflakes – anything you have/want.  

 
Oozing chocolate square 
 
What you’ll need… 

• Sugar strands 

• Caramel chocolate squares 
• Hot water 
• Knife 

 
 
Method 

• Once you have piped the buttercream on the cake, sprinkle some sugar strands 
onto the top. 
 

• Boil the kettle/ some water and pour it into a mug. Place a sharp knife into the mug, 
so that the blade is emersed into the hot water. 
 

• Break up a bar of chocolate caramel into individual squares.  Take your knife out of 
the water and dry it. While it is hot, run it through the centre of a chocolate square.  
This will create a nice clean cut.  
 

• Place it on top of the cake in the middle of the cake and separate the square slightly 
so that the caramel oozes out. 

 
 
 
Santa hat 
 
What you’ll need… 
 

• Red fondant/roll out  icing 
• Small open star nozzle 

 
 
 
Method 
 

• Once you have piped the buttercream on the cake, sprinkle some sugar strands 
onto the top. 
 

• To make the Santa hat, take a small piece of red fondant, about 3cms and roll it into 
a ball. Then pinch the top upwards to form a cone shape. Bend the tip over slightly 
to one side to make it look like a hat. 
 

• Place this ‘cone’ in the centre of your cupcake. 
 

• Set up your piping bag using a small open star piping nozzle and fill with the 
buttercream.   

 

• Pipe a row of stars around the base of the hat and then pipe one large on the tip of 
the hat to make the bobble. 
 

 

 

 

   



 

 

Christmas Eve 
To Do List 

 
 

Take the time on Christmas Eve to tick off 
as many of the following as you can: 

 
 

 Wear your best festive jumper/clothes 

 Make a gift for someone you love 

 Do a Christmas craft activity together 

 Take a Christmas photo 

 Watch a Christmas movie under a blanket 

 Play a game together e.g. Who am I 

 Have a group video call with friends/family 

 Have a Christmas sing-a-long or listen to some Christmas music 

 Go for a winter walk, maybe take a walk as it turns dark to spot 

the local Christmas Lights 

 Plan the perfect Christmas Eve meal 

 Make some cookies or Christmas treats 

 Cosy up together with a warm drink 

 Read a Christmas book 

 Hang up your stockings and get ready for the big day! 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

  

  

  

 



Christmas 
Treasure Hunt 

 
Can you search your local area and  

find all the festive items on this list? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Santa hat 

  

A sleigh 

 
 

A Santa please stop here sign 
 A reindeer 

 

 

A wreath 

  

A pinecone 

 

 

A house with icicle lights 

  
 

A snowflake 

 A house with multi coloured 
lights 

 

 
 

A red bauble 

  

Inflatable Christmas decoration 
 

 
 

A stocking 

 An elf  Some holly 

 
 

A snowman  A mince pie or cookie 

 A star  Something that makes you 
smile! 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

This booklet has been developed by the Knaphill Schools PTA.   

 

There is no requirement to make a donation, but if you use this 

booklet/find it useful and you would like to make a donation to the 

PTA, you can do so here:  

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/KnaphillXmas2020 
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